The area of this study is presented in • Table 3 . Errors can mainly result from measurement noise, nonsynopticity of sections, insufficient spatial resolution, uncertainty in bottom topography, inappropriate bottom triangle approximations, and choices of levels of no motion. We have not attempted to quantify all these effects, because of a certain unavoidable arbitrariness in the criteria for levels of no motion. Considering results from similar studies and the check on bottom triangle contributions and on mass balance, a total transport error not exceeding 10-15% can probably be expected. To determine the local depths of the upper and lower boundaries, we use the complete oberservational database as summarized in Table 1 . If the lower isopycnal surface is not observed at a certain location, we take the bottom instead. The resulting smoothed distribution of NADW layer thickness is presented in Figure 11 
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